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As it did for every other organization under the sun, 2020-21 brought many challenges for 
Atlantic School of Theology. The shift to online-only learning in our summer, fall, and winter terms 
required us to stretch and grow our technological and pedagogical muscles. Our students also 
worked with great faith and diligence to adapt. It was especially difficult for those with pastoral 
charge and family responsibilities, or with healthy challenge. We’re very proud of them and grateful 
for them. We all did our best to support one another and to keep in touch. Nothing about “ALL 
THIS” has been easy! Yet we persevere, in the hope that our attention to and cooperation with 
God’s leading will help us to make good decisions and to continue to serve faithfully.  
 

AST’s total enrolment was down slightly, to about 180 students, but the total number of 
courses taken by those students was up. We decided to wind down our Diploma in Youth Ministry 
program due to a lack of demand, but we are about to launch our new Diploma in Missional 
Leadership. The first cohort of this part-time program will begin in June and travel together as 
learners for two years. Warm thanks to the General Council Office and the United Church 
Foundation for their support and partnership in this new initiative.  
 

After 12 years of exemplary teaching, research, and leadership, Rev. Dr. Susan Willhauck has 
decided to retire at the end of June. We shall miss her very much! She has been a very inspiring and 
encouraging professor and colleague. In July, we will welcome Drs. Susan MacAlpine-Gillis, Andrew 
O’Neill, and Evangeline Kozitza Dean into tenure-track faculty positions. We’re excited about what 
each of them will bring (and continue to bring) to AST’s mission of learning and faith.  
 

With lockdowns and limited movement the norm in so many places, we offered several 
series of online Continuing Education programming, including “Field Notes” and “Decolonizing 
Theology.” As the summer term approaches, we will once again have all our courses online. Several 
of them are available to lifelong learners, including “Transitional Ministry Skills,” “Mysticism and 
Monasticism in Context,” “Evangelism Rediscovered,” “Dying, Death, and Bereavement,” and 
more. We would be delighted to welcome you to these online programs in June and July of this year. 
Similarly, we invite you to discover our emerging Leadership Learning Initiative and its promising 
array of programming.  
 

It is an honour to share the work of theological education with the many supervisors and lay 
support teams who work with our students across Canada and beyond. As one of the theological 
schools of The United Church of Canada, we remain committed to sharing in mission with all the 
congregations, regions, and the General Council. Thank you for your support and friendship.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Dr. Rob Fennell 
Academic Dean 
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